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Testimony of the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
 

Before the  
Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 

Friday, March 29, 2019 
9:30 a.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 
 

On the following measure: 
G.M. 615, SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION  

TO THE HAWAII MEDICAL BOARD,  
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, DANNY TAKANISHI, JR.,  

FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 06-30-2023 
 
Chair Baker and Members of the Committee: 

 My name is Catherine Awakuni Colón, and I am the Director of the Department of 

Commerce and Consumer Affairs (Department).  The Department supports the 

confirmation of Dr. Danny Takanishi’s appointment to the Hawaii Medical Board 

(Board). 

 Dr. Takanishi has been a licensed physician in Hawaii for 30 years, specializing 

in surgery, and has earned numerous honors and awards throughout his career.  In 

addition to practicing medicine, Dr. Takanishi has assisted students through his 

academic appointments at The University of Chicago and the University of Hawaii. 

 Dr. Takanishi is actively involved in the Hawaii Chapter of the American College 

of Surgeons, including serving as president from 2010 to 2014.  He also served on the 

Board from 2006 to 2014, including his five years as chair.   
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The Department believes that Dr. Takanishi’s interest in serving on the Board, 

commitment to actively participate in board meetings, and experience in the profession 

will make him an invaluable asset to the Board.   

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  
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To: 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION AND HEALTH 

Sen. Rosalyn Baker, Chair 

Sen. Stanley Chang, Vice Chair 

 

Date: March 29, 2019 

Time: 9:30 a.m. 

Place: Room 229 

From: Hawaii Medical Association 

 Jerry Van Meter, MD, President 

 Christopher Flanders, DO, Executive Director 

 

Re: GM 615 – Consideration and confirmation of Danny Takanishi, MD to the Hawaii 

Medical Board 

Position: SUPPORT 

On behalf of Hawaii’s physician and student members, the Hawaii Medical Association strongly 
supports the nomination of Danny Takanishi, MD to the Hawaii Medical Board and urges the 
Committee to confirm this nomination. Dr. Takanishi has demonstrated himself to be a strong 
clinician and physician leader amongst his peers and will continue to serve the Hawaii public well in 
this position.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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